26O                  NATIONALITY IN  HISTORY  AND  POLITICS
the organizations of employers. Fritz Thyssen, the greatest iron
magnate and richest man of Germany, who at that time was his
enthusiastic follower, gave him over several years altogether
1  million marks;   but few other industrialists gave him great
amounts.1   The associations of employers made contributions
to a fund collected by Hugenberg, who placed about a fifth
at the disposal of Hitler.   All in all, the amounts given by
heavy industry to the Nazis according to Thyssen amounted to
2  million marks a year, apart from subscriptions for special
purposes.
Hitler satisfied the expectations of certain industrialists that
he would smash the trade unions and the socialists and his
economic policy increased the share of profits in the national
income while the share of wages remained practically constant.2
It was mainly the armament industries, however, which profited,
while the production of consumption goods lagged far behind.
In the long run, Hitler's economic policy greatly disappointed
the industrialists. Thyssen fled to France and in his Memoirs
violently attacks the Nazi system. He comes to the conclusion
that this regime has ruined German industry (p. 188) and gives
ample proofs for this opinion.
Historical facts, therefore, prove that Hitler received large
subsidies from rich industrialists who thereby saved him from
great financial troubles and strengthened his striking- power.
But these subsidies were given when his movement was already
the greatest political party in,Germany, as was demonstrated
by the elections of 1932, Many of the industrialists obviously
thought it good business to put their money on the winning horse.
Most of the money which enabled Hitler to win the race for
power came from the masses. Konrad Heiden, who has written
the most valuable history of Hitler's rise, shows 3 that it was
a mighty wave of anti-capitalistic and socialist sentiment which
carried him to power. Hitler cleverly exploited both the forces
of socialism and of capitalism ; but he ribver became the captive
of either. One could say that he double-crossed both the capita-
lists and the socialists among his followers and led them on a
road which they had not expected or desired, though subsequently
large numbers of both sections were intoxicated and carried away
by his unprecedented triumphs.
Cool-headed and far-seeing businessmen have usually realized
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